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?ter Balzac's letter from Dresden informing his ,mily of his wife's inability to hold a pen, and is srfectly written ; so that her rheumatic gout must ive abated suddenly. She begins her letter by )mmenting placidly on the sadness of seeing the ifferings of our "poor dear friend," says she tries . vain to cheer him, and contrasts regretfully the .fference between her feelings during this journey, id her happiness when she last visited the same .aces, with her darling child at her side. The :incipal subject in her letter however, and the le bright spot in her present rather wearying life,
the wonderful pearl necklace, which she takes it of its case conscientiously every day, that the r may preserve the whiteness of the pearls. She ates, indeed, that she does not care much about , and has only bought it to please her husband; j.t it seems to have pressed the unfortunate Lisband rather into the background, and to have 3come the chief centre of its owner's thoughts and >licitude.
The chilling unsatisfactory impression the letter aves on the reader, however, is not conveyed so Luch by what is said by Balzac's newly-married ife, as by what she leaves unsaid. It must be ;membered that the Countess Eve possessed le power of expressing herself with the utmost armth, and with even exaggerated emphasis, hen she saw fit occasion for a display of feeling. Ve must also keep the fact in mind, that in riting to the daughter who was her intimate part
